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ɶMatt Barney, program chair 

Blair Hartman, program chair; meeting at Lew 
Wilson Insurance Agency NEED ATTENDANCE RESPONSE 

LAST WEEKðChris Cash, program chair 

Said called the meeting to order and continued to remind members to be careful 
when replying to email messages.  Know who you are replying to.  Could be 
embarrassing if it goes to somebody other than who you were think it was going 
to!!!  Ellen led us in singing God Bless America and John Rose gave the invo-
cation.  Jill Martucci, guest of Said, and Celia, exchange student, and Corinne 
Canastra joined us for this meeting.   

 
After dinner President Said began with an announcement of the special Rotary 
birthday party meeting in Scotia on Feb. 23 at the Scotia Theater, 5:30-7:30 pm.  
Blair announced that there are now 4 applicants for the STEP program (Short 
Term Exchange Program).  This does not coat the club any money but the par-
ticipants have to be endorsed by the club. 
 
Several members attended a District Conference planning meeting in Halfmoon 
last week.  Participants included Said, Blair, Olive, Jerry, and John Tryon.  Next 
planning meeting is Feb. 25 in Rotterdam. 
 
Next weekôs meeting (Feb. 17) will be at the Wilson Insurance Agency on Main 
Street (across from Burger King).  A sign up sheet was passed around for mem-
bers to sign up because an accurage number of attendees is need for the catered 
meal.  Price and meeting time is the same as a regular meeting. 
 
Matt did the Sergeant-at-Arms report with questions provided by John Rose.  
#1.) Which is the only state whose entire eastern and western borders are 
formed by rivers?  (Iowa) #2.) Who was the frist US president born in a hospi-
tal? (Jimmy Carter)  #3.)  Red is  the color most common in national flags.  Pur-
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By Anton Polsterer, past governor of Dis-
trict 1910 and past chair of the Intercountry 
Committees Executive Council  

I  
 joined Rotary in Vienna in 1986 and 
transferred to the Rotary Club of Mos-
cow while working in Russia from 1989-

92. After moving back to Austria, I became 
governor of the district covering Bosnia & 
Herzegovina, Croatia, Hungary, Slovenia, 
and Austria. After years of war and totalitar-
ian government rule, these communities 
longed for freedom and peace. 

Our district had 130 clubs with more than 
5,000 Rotarians. We represented five differ-
ent nationalities and languages. Croatia and 
Bosnia were heavily hurt by the civil war in 
Yugoslavia in the 1990s. Bosnia and Herzegovina had a 
pre-war population of 4.5 million people including Or-
thodox Serbians, Catholic Croatians, and Bosnian Mos-
lems. During the war, close to two million people, almost 
50 percent of the population was displaced within their 
own country to create ñethnicò regions. From the very 
beginning, we have aimed for ethnic diversity in our 
clubs, which wasnôt easy after all the displacement. 

The real breakthrough came with the Rotary Club of Mo-
star (Bosnia), chartered in 2002. The club started many 
projects in the spirit of tolerance and ultimately succeed-
ed in reuniting Rotarians from both the Croatian and the 
Moslem side of a town divided by bloody conflict and 
physically separated by the Neretva River. 

During the war, close to two million people, almost 50 
percent of the population was displaced within their own 
country to create ñethnicò regions. 

The rebuilding of the old stone bridge, which was de-
stroyed during the war in order to separate the townôs 
population into Croatians and Bosnian Moslems, became 

an important step in reunit-
ing the two ethnic groups. 
Rotary members from the 
Mostar club were instru-
mental in coordinating and 
overseeing the project, and 
eventually organizing the 
bridge reopening ceremony. 
In 2004, the opening of the 
bridge served to promote 
unity. The bridge itself be-
came a national symbol of 
peace. 

I have spent time promoting 
peace between countries and 
ethnic groups through Rota-
ryôs Intercountry Commit-

tees. These committees aim to implement bilateral pro-
jects with a focus on peace building. To form an inter-
country committee between two countries, clubs and dis-
tricts partner together to get to know each other better 
and create an environment of common understanding 
and mutual empathy. 

I am asking you, my friends in Rotary, and especially on 
intercountry committees, to refocus your service projects 
on peace building. Find opportunities to incorporate 
peace components into all your service projects. Togeth-
er, we can build a better, more peaceful, world. 

Read more about the reopening of the bridge in the Feb-
ruary 2005 The Rotarian 

Learn more about Polstererôs challenge to clubs on the 
Rotary Service Connections 

Photo: The restored bridge over the Neretva River in Mo-
star, a symbol of peace in Bosnia. 

Peace is possible: lessons from war-torn Bosnia 
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Rotary members from Columbia, Missouri, USA, volunteer at a regional 
food bank. Photo Credit: Courtesy of District 6080 (Missouri, USA)
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ple can only be found in two national 
flags.  What are they?  (Spain and Nic-
aragua)  
 
Betsy had the winning 50/50 ticket but 
did not pull out the winning card. 
 
Said introduced and welcomed the 
guests.  We sang happy birthday (no 
royalty) to Celia who will celebrate her 
birthday Friday. 
 
Member Chris Cash provided the pro-
gram for the evening.  First he put up a 
slide showing the home page of the 
District 7190 website and explained 
what is contained there.  He also noted 
that all members should sign on to the 
site and complete their member profile.   
 
After that he did a slide presentation/
talk about science and provided many 

examples of how science helps us 
pointed out examples of movements 
not based on science that do influence 
our ways of thinking and reacting/
drawing conclusions to events in our 
daily lives.  Some of his talking points 
included plant breeding, genetic engi-
neering, pesticides, drawing conclu-
sions by studying (tracking) two or 
more events which are not backed up 
by science.  He also pointed that Wik-
ipedia is NOT a good source for the 
truth as anybody can edit it and insert 
their biases and then the next reader 
can come along and change that. 
 
It is difficult to summarize his talk as 
he covered a lot of topics.  It was a 
very interesting and informative ses-
sion.  Thank you Chris! 

(Continued from page 1) 

Join one of  35,000 clubs 

to make a difference in 

your community and 

around the world.  
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Through the Avenue of Vocational Service, Rotarians contribute their  
professional expertise and skills to address societal problems and needs, g 
high ethical standards 

Mark Your Calendar 
Feb. 23ðRotary Birthday Party 
6pm Scotia Cinema  
Family Movie TBA  
Proceeds to benefit POLIO  

Feb. 24ðPETS 
Mar. 18 & 19ðMulti-District-PETS 
Apr. 9ðDistrict Training Assembly 
May 13-15ðDistrict Conference 
June 26ðDistrict Changeover 
Event Razia Jan is the Founder of Zabuli Edu-

cation Center, a school that serves over 
430 girls in Afghanistan.  

Clubs in Ghana and @USAID International are working to improve water and sanitation in their community.  

Rotary International  @Rotary  
Ŀ Feb 12   
Help us #endpolio forever by donating 
today. Your donation will be tripled 
thanks to @gatesfoundation 2-to-1 
match: http://endpolio.org/donate 


